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Alliance for
funding gap

ROCKINGHAM council has joined 30
other councils across Australia to estab-
lish the National Growth Areas Alliance
(NGAA) to seek extra funding for people
living in fast-growing areas.

“NGAA members simply can’t continu-
ally raise rates to pay for these facilities.
Government needs to do its bit by dipping
into its reservoir of cash and helping fund
the gap,” Mayor Barry Sammels said.

Rockingham residents were among the
one in four Australians that lived in fast-
growing local government areas. “The
NGAA fears community services and facil-
ities in fast-growing areas like Rocking-
ham will further suffer unless more fund-
ingisallocated immediately.

“The NGAA is seeking $3.1 billion or
$206 million each year for 15 years which
equates toabout $39 for every resident rep-
resented by the alliance.”

Cr Sammels added NGAA councils
were committed to the Fund the Gap cam-
paign to ensure Canberra recognised that
Australia’s fastest-growing local govern-
ments were facinga potential crisis.

“Canberraneeds to work with usto pro-
vide and maintain social and physical in-
frastructure.” he said.
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