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A FEDERAL Government an-
nouncement appears to have put
Wyndham a step closer to winning
the $44.9 million it needs for com-
munity infrastructure.

Prime Minister John Howard’s
office said last Monday that coun-
cils and community groups would
be asked to bid for grants from a
new multi-million-dollar national
fund to help build local facilities.

The broad announcement comes
just three weeks after the nation’s
growth councils launched a cam-
paign for the Federal Government
to fund the shortfall in community
spending.

Wyndham, with the expanding
Melbourne council areas of
Whittlesea, Hume, Melton, Casey
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and Cardinia, has joined the Na-
tional Growth Areas Alliance.

The alliance research has found
the councils will need $11.7 billion
to meet their social infrastructure
needs in the next 15 years.

Wyndham Council forecasts that
over the next nine years funding
for its infrastructure will fall short
by $44.9 million.

Council chief executive Ian
Robins said identified community
service projects included commu-
nity centres in  Riverwalk,
Wyndham Vale and Cowies Hill
and a library in New Heaths Rd.

Funding is also needed for exten-
sive roadworks.

The Government has announced
it will provide support to com-
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munities from its healthy Budget
surplus.

According to national media re-
ports, it will cover town halls,
sporting facilities, libraries and
community group facilities.

But the early response to the
campaign will not end the al-
liance’s lobbying.

This Friday it will hold a summit
in Melbourne featuring federal
Local Government Minister Jim
Lloyd and Federal Opposition local
government spokeswoman Kate
Lundy.

It will be followed by an alliance
delegation to Canberra early next
month to press home the import-
ance of dealing with infrastructure
needs.
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