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Councils push both
parties for cash

By Callan Date

THE City of Casey has
joined 29 local councils in call-
ing on both major political par-
ties to look closely at the needs
of more than five million Aus-
tralians in fast-growing com-
munities.

With the Federal election
campaign in full swing, the
National Growth Areas Alliance
(NGAA) has spoken out about
the need for $3.1 billion in Fed-
eral funding for vital social and
community infrastructure in
metropolitan growth areas.

Casey mayor Colin Butler
expressed his disappointment,
saying that as Victoria’s largest
municipality and one of the
fastest-growing areas in Mel-
bourne, Casey had received no
benefit in relation to local fund-
ing announcements.
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“As we represent one quar-
ter of Australia’s population —a
significant voting block— we
deserve one quarter of our polit-
ical leaders’ time, attention and
funds.”

The NGAA is calling on the
Federal Government to fund a
$3.1 billion shortfall NGAA
councils face inproviding social
and community infrastructure
overthe next 15 years.

“Whether you are managing
growth in the outer regions of
Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth,
Sydney, Brisbane or Darwin,
the challenges are similar.

“That is why we are working
together to ensure Canberra
recognises ourissues and puts in
place a process — that includes
the NGAA — to adequately fund
these services our communities
need,” Cr Reynolds said.

Ref: 31061320



