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Councils feel
disappointed

FAST-GROWING councils are feeling
unloved by Prime Minister John Howard
and Opposition Kevin Rudd as they criss-
cross the country on the election trail.

The National Growth Areas Alliance
spokesman Councillor Linton Reynolds
said they were disappointed at a lack of
funding promises for infrastructure and
services in their areas at the halfway point
of the election campaign.

The organisation has been demanding the
Coalition and Labor “fund the gap” - a
$3.1 billion shortfall in money for roads,
parks, libraries, community and recreation
centres and other key infrastructure.

“To date, both leaders have spent around
a quarter of their campaign time in NGAA
areas, however have left a legacy of less
than one per cent of funding commitments
for those areas,” Cr Reynolds said.

“Our communities have a right to feel
insulted. Both leaders visited regularly, had
their photos taken in our shopping centres
and on our streets, but failed to recognise
the real issues facing our communities.”

The alliance is made up of 30 councils
including Blacktown, Camden, Liverpool,
Penrith and Baulkham Hills.
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