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Brief: FUND GAP

Coalition of councils
demand federal funds

WITH the federal election cam-
paign into its third week, a
coalition of 30 councils has
accused both major parties of
ignoring the needs of more than
five million Australians in its
fastest growing communities.

The National Growth Areas
Alliance represents one in four
Australians and has called for
$3.1 billion to fund critical
social and community projects
in metropolitan growth areas —
including Wyndham — over the
next 15 years.

Mayor and NGAA Victorian
spokesman Shane Bourke said
he was disappointed with the
lack of progress to date.

“Wyndham welcomes the
equivalent of five families per
day,”’ he said.

‘“‘Adequate federal funding is
required for council-provided
libraries, community services
and facilities in fast-growing
areas to accommodate growth.”’

Cr Bourke said the NGAA
represented ‘‘a quarter of Aus-
tralia’s councils and deserved a

quarter of political leaders’ time,
attention and funds’’.

He said if the funding shortfall
continued, residents would be
deprived of basic services such
as safe roads.

NGAA national spokesman
and mayor of Armadale in
Western Australia, Cr Linton
Reynolds, said the challenges
were similar across the country.

‘““We are putting all election
candidates on notice — ignore
the needs of these councils at
your peril.”’
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