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on’t ignore us,
lead councils

Andrew Tillett

Fast-growing councils have accused both the
federal Coalition and Opposition of ignor-
ing their needs during the federal election
campaign.

The National Growth Areas Alliance is
seeking $3.1 billion in federal funding for
vital social services and community infra-
structure.

The alliance is made up of 30 councils
representing five million residents — a quar-
ter of Australia’s population.

Membersinclude Penrith, Campbelltown,
Camden, Liverpool, Baulkham Hills and
Blacktown, councils home to some of the
most marginal seats in the state.

The alliance said its members needed
to spend an estimated $11.7 billion on in-
frastructure to meet the demands of their
constantly growing communities.

Alliance spokesman Linton Reynolds
said he was unimpressed by what both sides
of federal politics had offered up so far in
the campaign.

“Neither par-
ty has addressed
the critical infra-
structure issues
our residents
are dealing with
now, let alone in
10 to 15 years into
the future,” Mr
Reynolds said.

“Inadequate federal funding for roads,
council-provided libraries, community serv-
ices and sports facilities in fast-growing ar-
eas will only snowball.

“Canberra must act on this serious issue.
We can’t do it on our own.”

Mr Reynolds said the alliance was moni-
toring election commitments and where
party leaders visited to ensure their coun-
cil areas received a quarter of the money
promised and a quarter of the time of the
election campaign. “We are putting all elec-
tion candidates on notice. Ignore the needs
of fast-growing councils at your peril.”
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