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Government

tiers quibble

over Council
funding

ederal Members for Macarthur, Pat
FFarmer and Minister for Local
Government Jim Lloyd met with
representatives from the National Growth
Areas Alliance this week to discuss if the
amount of funding allocated to local councils
is reasonable.
The alliance has begun a campaign for the
Commonwealth to ‘Fund the Gap’ — request-
ing increased funding for local government.

“The National Growth Areas Alliance has
called on the Federal Government to fund the
gap despite the fact that the Australian
Government has a history of funding any
gaps, currently does fund any gaps and will
continue to fund any gaps,” Mr Farmer said.

“The Australian Government will spend
over $1.7 billion in 2007/08 in Financial
Assistance Grants money to councils alone.
Overall, funding from the Australian
Government to councils, including Financial
Assistance Grants, will equal over $2.3 billion
in 2007/08.

“The Australian Government funding to
Local Governmentis open,transparent and
steadily increasing each year. The NSW
Government, on the other hand, does not
clearly state in their budget papers
how much funding they are providing to
NSW Councils.”

Mr Farmer said he called on the State
Government to do something about this situa-
tion so the Federal and State Governments
could work together to provide local councils
with the funding support required.

“As the Member for Macarthur and
spokesperson for western Sydney, 1 will
continue to seek representations with the
appropriate ministers to try and secure
more funding for those within the communi-
ty but the State Governmentneeds to also be
held to account for its responsibilities.”

The National Growth Areas Alliance
includes Campbelltown Council and western
Sydney Councils; Penrith, Blacktown and
Baulkham Hills.

Since 2005 Penrith City Council has
received $0.55 million in Blackspot funding;
$4.58 million Roads to Recovery
funding; and $28.67 million in Financial
Assistance Grants.

Baulkham Hills Shire Council has received
since 2005;$3.83 million and $12.37 millionin
Financial Assistance Grants. And since 2005,
Blacktown City Council has received almost
$6 million (including supplementary R2R)
Roads to Recovery funding; and almost $5
million in Financial Assistance Grants.

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licensed copy

Region: Richmond NSW Circulation: 20,037

Brief: FUNDGAP

Ref: 30223960



