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INCISIVE

eral action in the face of a looming
social infrastructure crisis.
National Growth Areas Alliance
president Cr Linton Reynolds said
growth councils around the
country faced crippling funding
shortfalls, jeopardising the social
fabric of their communities.

The condition of community
pools, libraries, parks, roads and
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social welfare services would con-
tinue to deteriorate unless federal
money was given quickly, he said.

Cr Reynolds said the country’s 30
fastest-growing local government
areas, including Casey and Card-
inia, were responsible for deliver-
ing services and infrastructure to
about one in four Australians.

But they received only 12.3 per
cent of Financial Assistance
grants, 16.9 per cent of Stronger
Families and Communities fund-
ing and 10.9 per cent of Roads to
Recovery money.

Cr Reynolds said NGAA research
had shown an extra $3.1 billion
would be needed over the next 15
years to keep up with the demand
for services and amenities.

Casey chief executive officer
Mike Tyler told the Leader that
without federal help, some resi-
dents would have to wait for parks,
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clubrooms, libraries and commu-
nity centres.

“Without this funding, there will
be a delay in providing some of
these services,” he said. “It always
becomes a question of priorities;
determining if we really need or
want that infrastructure.”

But at last week’s Fund the Gap
campaign launch, federal Work-
place Participation Minister Dr
Sharman Stone and Shadow minis-
ter for local government Kate
Lundy remained tight-lipped about
funding promises.

Cr Reynolds vowed the NGAA
would continue its fight in the lead-
up to the federal election. “Our
objective is to make sure all parties
see our need is justifiable and can
be funded so our communities will
get what they need,” he said.
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