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COUNCILS in growth areas have
been warned they could face a
social breakdown without federal
help to bridge the widening
infrastructure funding gap.

A Fund the Gap summit was told
last week that youth problems,
drugand alcohol addiction and
social isolation could escalate in
growth areas without key
infrastructure such as community
houses, libraries, recreation
facilities, and child and aged care
services.

“Social infrastructure is the
social fabric of our communities,”
Victoria Council of Social Service
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chiefexecutive officer Cath Smith
said.

“We already have very high
levels of unmet need in early
intervention services for children
with disability, family violence
services, housing and homeless
services, and drug and alcohol
counselling,” she said.

"Without federal assistance, we
are likely to see bigger gaps in the
support for struggling families.”

"Funding this social
infrastructure gap is critical.
Without it we could see social
breakdown.”
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