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ANTIMO IANNELLA

A CRISIS looms unless
funding is provided for
social infrastructure, de-
veloping South Australian
councils have warned.

The National Growth
Areas Alliance - a coalition
of 30 of Australia’s fastest
growing councils — has fore-
shadowed a $3.6 billion
shortfall in council funding
over the next 15 years.

Two of the four SA mem-
bers of the alliance, Salis-
bury and Mt Barker coun-
cils attended an alliance
summit last week in Mel-
bourne, designed to put
the funding issue on the
national agenda.

Mt Barker Mayor Ann
Ferguson called on the
Federal Government to ad-
dress the needs of develop-
ing communities.

“I would like the Govern-
ment to take our needs
seriously and not just fob
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Plea for
funding
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areas

us off,” she said.
“It’s all very well to have
growth but you really need

infrastructure.” She ident-
ified more sporting fields,
parks and recreation areas,
along with a second exit on
the Mt Barker freeway, as
projects requiring funding.

Salisbury Mayor Tony
Zappia said more funding
was required for ‘‘social in-
frastructure’” such as
updating recreation facili-
ties for young and old.

“There is a crisis emerg-
ing,” he said.

Alliance spokesperson
Linton Reynolds said the
Government’s response
was ‘“not great” but there
was hope for the future.

A spokesman for federal
Local Government Minis-
ter Jim Lloyd said: ‘“Minis-
ter Lloyd welcomes contri-
butions on policy from
Local Government... and
values their input.”
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